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Message From The Chief Editor
It is with pleasure that we bring you this fifth volume of Nest Garage. In this issue, we highlight the key points from 
the culmination of knowledge and know-how by Leave a Nest as a startup ecosystem builder in Japan. We also 
get the views from startup supporters and government agencies in Japan, Malaysia and Singapore on the idea 
of extending the support beyond borders by connecting local or regional startup ecosystems under one strong 
platform. We hope you will get inspiration from the content that we have prepared. For those who are looking 
forward to industry insights on the topic of Research, Human Resource, or Education, enjoy reading exclusive 
interviews that we have brought for you. Send us your feedback and let us know of your thoughts and ideas!

Idarahayu Ayob
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Connecting Platform For
Deep-Tech Startup

Supporters In Southeast Asia
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The Recipe To Bridging
Startup Ecosystems

Startups from Singapore and Southeast Asia during their visit to Centre of Garage in Tokyo.

With the spirit of entrepreneurship prevailing across nations, and startup ecosystems sprouting across 
major cities worldwide, it is no surprise that startups and the supporting ecosystems will be the ones 
to contribute to a major chunk of the world’s economy in the near future.  To further enhance global 
startup activity, bridging startup ecosystems appears to be a strategy that is worth looking into. Such 
ecosystem connections would not only promote sharing of knowledge but also help solve deep issues 
around the world. That said, connecting startup ecosystems that are inherently diverse in terms of 
culture, ideologies, language, people & mindsets poses a significant challenge.

The Secret To Connecting Ecosystems 

Startup ecosystems develop and grow as a result of a 
unique mix of interactions between people, supporting 
organisations and resources. As a result, they are a 
treasure trove of knowledge and technologies, and 
give each ecosystem its unique identity. Connecting 
ecosystems will provide further diversity and multiple 
solutions to several issues in the world. However, it has 
often been difficult to realise the full potential of such 
ecosystem interactions. This may be due to the fact 
that interactions between each side are still carried out 
at the level of individuals and not as a whole. 

Although there may be multiple aspects responsible 
for ecosystem connections to succeed, key points 
that are worth highlighting may be summarized into 
four points as follows. Firstly, before ecosystems can 
connect, nurturing and maturation of the ecosystem 

is required. Without creation of an ecosystem with 
diversity and resources such as talent, technologies, 
or business opportunities, it may become difficult for 
two different ecosystems to bridge. Second, in order to 
create a thriving ecosystem, the presence of ecosystem 
builders such as government agencies or accelerators is 
important. They help gather resources and connect all 
the dots practically and may be the key players for the 
individual parties to head into a collaboration. Next and 
most importantly, the existence of  passionate individuals 
within the ecosystem would be important to help initiate 
dialogue and cross ecosystem collaborations. Just like 
in chemical reactions, individuals with more energy or 
passion will lead to bigger outcomes and furthermore 
when such passion or energy originate from both sides, 
the final outcome of such a reaction will be bigger and 
yet last longer. Hence finding the right and passionate 
partner is crucial.     
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“Passionate Snowball” That Brings Change

Given the exclusive nature and the inherent diversity 
associated with every startup ecosystem around the 
world, bridging individual ecosystems together, does 
pose a significant challenge to key players within the 
ecosystem. However, the benefits of bridging peer 
ecosystems far outweigh the challenges posed. By 
bridging ecosystems, we will not only achieve overall 
transfer of exclusive knowledge and technologies, that 
would be extremely helpful for startup communities 
to scale and expand across borders, but it would also 
help solve more problems around the world. This 
may not happen globally in a short time, but gradual 
accumulation overtime of connected ecosystems will 
eventually “snowball” to create a huge impact on the 
world. As a final note, there may be several attributes 
that are required in order to initiate collaborations and 
bridge ecosystems, but the key is to be passionate 
about the cause and finding individuals in other 
ecosystems who share the same passion. 

Writer:
Ravikrishna Ramanujam, PhD

Editor: 
Shohei Maekawa

Finally, the role played by “communicators” cannot 
be neglected. Communicators are partly ecosystem 
builders as well, though they are the people who 
understand the “language” in many ways such as 
technology and culture and run alongside with the 
players from both sides to keep things moving smoothly. 
Of course, passion would definitely be an attribute that 
is expected of communicators too. With these four 
key points aligned together, fruitful connections may 
occur worldwide, but in reality, it is still rare to see fully 
connected ecosystems as these activities are still not 
widely practised and are new to the world. Such an 
effort, however, has been initiated in Asia.

Clues From A Pioneer In Asia

The path to connecting or bridging ecosystems across 
nations is not an easy task. Though challenging, it is 
necessary and the process in Singapore was initiated 
through the establishment of the Global Innovation 
Alliance (GIA) in 2017. The GIA is an initiative of 
Enterprise Singapore (ESG) and the Economic 
Development Board (EDB), and aims to strengthen 
Singapore’s connections to global innovation hubs, 
creating opportunities for Singaporean students and 
businesses to connect and collaborate with overseas 
partners.

Mr. Jonathan Lim (Director, Global Innovation Network, 
ESG), shared that with innovation being borderless, 
ecosystem to ecosystem collaboration is crucial in 
order for more ideas and solutions to be generated and 
shared. Connected ecosystems will need to consist of 
individuals and stakeholders who are open-minded and 
have a drive towards innovation and transformation.
          
ESG recognised that collaborating with like-minded 
partners is key to building sustainable connections 
with other ecosystems. Such partners need to have a 
strong network and track record to help individuals and 
businesses connect and identify business opportunities. 
They play a very critical role to harness the strengths 
of the ecosystems to bring different people and 
stakeholders together to foster win-win outcomes.

Mr. Jonathan Lim
Director, Global Innovation Network, ESG.

Batch1 Participants of Enter to Japan Market Program.
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One of the essential partners for startups are venture capitalists. They invest money to help a startup sustain 
and accelerate itself to its next benchmark. Some venture capitals may also stimulate growth through additional 
means such as partnerships with their Limited Partners, functional hands-on support, and unique network support. 
In recent years, investments into the startup market has been mainly funneled into IT/software related startups 
resulting in a significant support gap towards deep-tech startups. Real Tech Holdings, a professional Japanese 
venture capital is heading into the ASEAN startup ecosystem after its 5 years of operation in Japan.

Who Is Real Tech Holdings? 

Real Tech Holdings, a joint venture between Euglena 
and Leave a Nest, defines “Real Tech” as R&D-based 
innovative technology that contributes to solving 
societal and environmental issues. Real Tech Holdings is 
an organization who envisions building a better future, 
together with researchers and entrepreneurs who 
are committed to their passion and beliefs. Euglena 
being a biotechnology startup founded in 2005 that 
mass cultivates microalgae to produce healthy food 
products, cosmetics, and bio-fuel. They were listed on 
the First Section of the Tokyo Stock Exchange in 2014 
and the company has a market cap of 100 billion yen 
(as of March 2019).

The Purpose Of Entering To ASEAN Region

Real Tech Holdings is diving into the ASEAN startup 
market to support deep tech startups in the region 
that are interested to collaborate with the Japanese 
market. They are able to bring strategic assistance 
in: (i) Connecting and collaborating with Japanese 
conglomerate companies, (ii) Offering strategic advice 
and hands-on support in market expansion into 
Japan, and (iii) Sourcing for Japanese prototyping 
manufacturers. Some of the startups that Real Tech 
Holdings had invested in includes Challenergy (a 

Growing Together For Further Development

As more and more challenges arise, it is essential for 
Real Tech startups to accelerate its R&D and business 
towards a sustainable and holistic solution. Mr. Daiki 
Kumamoto, Team Leader of Real Tech Global Fund 
is open to discuss and strategically connect the 
ecosystem of ASEAN and Japan together to accelerate 
innovative technology that contributes to solving.

Writer:
Jeremy Lim

Editor:
Shohei Maekawa

REAL TECH HOLDINGS
Accelerating The Real Tech ASEAN

Startup Ecosystem 

Real Tech Holdings members.

Mr. Daiki Kumamoto,
Team Leader of

Real Tech Global Fund.

startup that generates clean energy from typhoon 
wind), PlantX (agri-tech startup with ultra-high of plant 
production efficiency), and Integri-Culture (food-tech 
startup cultivating meat cells).

6 • Nest Garage | 2020.6 VOL. 5



The Pain Points In The 
Startup Scene In Malaysia

CREST’s uniqueness comes from 
their identity as a neutral party 
that does not take interest in any 
particular business. Interestingly, 
Dr. Nor Azmi shared that CREST 
started engaging with startups 
by chance as their programs have 
always intended to support all 
entities. They saw that the startup 
actually lacked understanding 
that Research and Development 
(R&D) projects with ready proof-of-
concept can actually be tested with 
the end user when it is translated 
into a prototype or Minimum 
Viable Product (MVP). He added 
that from an R&D point of view, 
research and proof-of-concept can 
be straightforward with laboratory 
testing but a different mindset 
is required to design products 
for the customers. This is where 
the challenge becomes apparent 
especially for the early stage 
startups as they lack the knowledge, 
experience and support system to 
move forward. 

Strong And Systematic 
Support To Evade The 
‘Valley Of Death’

Over the past 8 years, CREST 
observed limitations for a 
successfully demonstrated proof-
of-concept project to be translated 
into a feasible and marketable 
product for the end users. These 
gaps which are known as a ‘valley 
of death’ motivate CREST to build 
a stronger support system with 
systematic approach to guide those 
with good ideas. Through their 
strong network and partnership 
with the collaborators, CREST 
bridges the gap by creating an 
incubation program to support 
startups by providing facilitation 
for the product development and 
connecting them with the potential 
investors and partners. 

Leveraging Collaborative 
Platforms To Connect Local 
Startups Globally

With the setting up of their new 
office at Johor Bahru, CREST has 
been making progress in connecting 
startups with big local corporations 
and academia while also advancing 
to building networks in Japan, 
Europe and USA. CREST foresees 
positive impact in startups growth 
and development if they are able 
to work with like-minded partners 
to leverage their technology across 
the regions. We will be able to see 
local startups recognised globally 
if they continue to learn from other 
solution creators. 

Writer:
Nurul Syazwani Ahmad Sabri, PhD

Editor:
Idarahayu Ayob

Empowering Startup 
Development In 

Malaysia With CREST
CREST (Collaborative Research in Engineering, Science & 

Technology) was first established in 2012 with the mission to 
foster collaboration between academia, industry and government. 

They were first driven by the need to address challenges within 
the Electrical & Electronics (E&E) industry but then extended their 
support to other sectors such as healthcare and transportation. We 
interviewed Dr. Nor Azmi Alias, Senior Vice President of Research 
Management at CREST on their vision in supporting the startup 
development in Malaysia and connecting them globally. 

Dr. Nor Azmi Alias,
Senior Vice President of Research 

Management at CREST
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The Beginning 

In 2018, Anisa Azizah, Adi Surya 
Pradipta and M. Rizqi Abdullah 
established the company to solve 
the local problems of flood situation 
and a harmful waste of charcoal 
power station in Indonesia. They 
created a unique product called 
PoreBlock. When they started, 
they received supports from local 
startup ecosystem. However, it’s 
local and they were not really 
exposed to what happened outside 
the country. They also received 
insufficient support especially in 
product prototyping. Therefore, 
they signed up for TECH PLANTER 
Program in May 2019 and their 
journey to global started.

Moving Forward

After the journey with TECH 
PLANTER, they have received more 
opportunities to scale-up. To date, 
they have already opened a new 
production plant in Jakarta and 
started to get more traction. Next, 
they want to find a partner company 
in Indonesia that can help them to 
sell PoreBlock to the end user and 
scale up their business operations 
to deliver the solution to the other 
countries. Lastly, they hope that 
TECH PLANTER ecosystem will 
grow bigger in Southeast Asia, 
especially in Indonesia. They 
believe that this is a very useful 
program especially for startups that 
want to explore opportunities and 
support outside of their country.

Writer:
Nur Ahmad Zaim

Editor:
Abdul Hakim Sahidi

Bigger Vision Crafted

Before joining TECH PLANTER, 
Tech Prom Lab’s focus was only 
to solve the flood problems in 
Bandung. They never thought of 
going global. But during TECH 
PLANTER, they realised that some 
of the countries also facing the 
same problem and PoreBlock may 
be able to solve the problem in 
those countries too. From there, 
they shifted their goals not only 
to solve local issues but also 
global issues. They felt that TECH 
PLANTER is not just a competition 
but a platform to share stories, 
passion and to collaborate together 
with international partners. Tech 
Prom Lab also received many 
constructive feedback and ideas 
from this community as well as 
collaboration opportunities with 
Japanese corporations.

Customized machine made by
Japan Superfactory. 
(Photo by MIYOGRAPHY).

Made Local, 
Recognised By 

Global
Tech Prom Lab, a startup that originated from Bandung 

Institute of Technology carved a historical journey in TECH 
PLANTER 2019. After winning TECH PLANTER in Indonesia 

2019, they won TECH PLANTER Asia Pacific round in Singapore, 
received prototyping grant with Japan Superfactory and finally 
became the Grand Winner of TECH PLANTER World Communication 
in Japan on March 2020. In this article, we interviewed the team on 
their remarkable achievements.  

Tech Prom Lab received award from Tech 
Planter World Communication 2020, Japan.
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AI Solutions Made 
Naturally Intelligent

Unique to Sentient.io, it offers 
a marketplace and platform for 
AI algorithms in the following 4 
categories: speech AI where text 
is converted to voice, voice to 
text, and other similar functions; 
natural language processing allows 
extraction of important subjects, 
topics names and so on from 
unstructured text data; Computer 
Vision enables machines to detect 
objects; and big data helps large 
data volume analysis. By using 
Sentient.io technologies, Mr. 
Christopher Yeo, Founder and CEO 
of Sentient.io mentioned that users 
can expect 2 important advantages, 
“fast speed and high accuracy to 
create complex and intelligent 

Artificial Intelligence 
Marketplace For 
Easy Access, Usage, 
And Affordability
Artificial Intelligence (AI) has been the hottest 
topic for a while and experts believe that AI 
can change the world more than anything in 
history. You might have come across or listened 

to one of the talks on AI impact but due to its 
complexity, may not have totally gasped the 

difficult and expensive technology. Therefore, 
Sentient.io, an AI-enabler and data platform, might 

provide the solution towards effortless AI usage and 
quick access while keeping cost low.

Mr. Christopher Yeo,
Founder and CEO, Sentient.io

solutions”. This will allow all big 
and small businesses to utilize AI 
by keeping the adoption process 
simple and affordable.

Road To Global Accessibility 
Of Sentient.io Platform

In order to allow Sentient.io AI 
platform to be more accessible for 
all, Mr. Christopher noted that he 
is “looking to focus the business in 
Japan, Indonesia, and Singapore 
through collaboration with 
enterprises, government agencies, 
and manufacturers”. Additionally, 
he is looking for corporates and 
startups who have a lot of data to 
collaborate on data projects; and 
companies with good AI algorithms. 
Through the partnership, Mr. 
Christopher hopes to better 
Sentient.io technology in order to 
remain competitive, to bring easy 
access, and to bring easy usage and 
affordable AI to all businesses.

Advancing Sentient.io 
Business Through 
Ecosystem Support

To allow more software developers, 
corporates and start-ups to 
access Sentient.io technology, Mr. 
Christopher recommends a “90% 
use of ecosystem support and 
10% individual sales effort”. From 
the available access to 300 start-
ups from their investors alone, this 
allows Sentient.io to reach out to 
many businesses at once without 
overloading its sales team. Overall, 
usage of ecosystem support is 
strongly encouraged. Startups and 
all businesses should strategically 
utilize the platforms in order to 
advance their business.

Writer:
Chan Hui Ling

Editor:
Shohei Maekawa
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Eligibility for the Grant
• Researcher of any nationality 

based in Singapore, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Japan or the United 
Kingdom

• Your research is in line with the 
theme.

Leave a Nest Grant is one of our outreach to young researchers with passion and vision. 
Since 2002, we have provided various opportunities for young researchers in Japan and the 

world so that more researchers will be able to pursue their goal to advance science and 
technology for global happiness.

Theme
Research on traditional rituals across the world as 
well as its effect on humans.

For more information and application: 
https://grant.lne.st/

For enquiries, please contact us at
info-asia@lnest.jp

Supporting more than 
200 researchers, 
more than
1 Million USD
grant given

LNest Grant Delightex Award 

Characteristics Of The Grant
• 500,000 JPY cash award
• No IP claim 
• No restrictions on usage of the 

grant money
• No reporting duty on the 

research topic

Rituals may include any of the following:
• Ritual that has been traditionally, 

culturally or religiously conducted in 
certain area or country.  

• Rituals that would bring about a mood 
or psychological change to the host or 
participants.

• Rituals that uses natural products.
      (e.g intake by smoking or ingestion)

Application Deadline

 31st July 2020 2359 GMT

Apply now!
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Redesigning
The Future Of

Healthcare
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Redesigning Skin 
AI Platform To 
Bring Globally 
Affordable 
Healthcare For All

The World Health Organization (WHO) reported 
that healthcare gaps had left half of earth’s 

population with no access to essential healthcare. 
The COVID-19 outbreak also revealed that many 

are inadequately insured and cared for. Dr. Reid Lim, 
Founder of MEDGIC, hopes to “harness the power 

of Artificial Intelligence (AI) to forge a better and fairer 
future for global healthcare through providing fast, free and 

accessible skin analytics”.

Dr. Reid Lim
Founder, MEDGIC

A Memorable Encounter

During a trip to a remote destination 
in Sulawesi, Indonesia, Dr. Reid 
met with a villager who was 
shunned his entire life because 
his whole body was covered with 
large numbers of lumps. Other  
villagers  thought he was cursed 
or infectious. The condition is 
actually neurofibromatosis which 
is genetically inherited. Dr. Reid 
realized that better medical 
awareness and standards could 
have saved the villager from a 
lifetime of discrimination and vowed 
to use technology and AI to improve 
healthcare for everyone on Earth.

AI Can Help
 
Dermatology can be a difficult 
topic, even for trained doctors. 
MEDGIC uses her proprietary 
neural network built upon one 
of the world’s largest private 
dataset to provide dermatological 
analysis, triaging and personalized 
assistance. The process is entirely 
automated and machine learning 
enables MEDGIC to learn and 
improve in accuracy over time. To 
sustain operations, MEDGIC will 
eventually provide SaaS, telehealth 
and even become a marketplace 
for pharmaceutical products. 

Sustainable Global Skin 
Healthcare Inclusive For All

MEDGIC is translated in 11 
languages and still planning for 
more to ensure inclusiveness 
and promote diversity. Built on 
a sustainable model, MEDGIC 

runs 24/7 and is freely accessible 
worldwide on all platforms, without 
costs. MEDGIC is the number one 
most popular AI Skin technology 
and since the COVID-19 outbreak, 
usage has risen considerably.

Currently, MEDGIC is looking for 
partners in the medical groups, 
NGOs, pharmaceuticals, funds, and 
other collaborations to transform 
future healthcare. Quoted from Dr. 
Reid, “AI is a gift from machines, 
to all mankind on Earth. Join me in 
this amazing journey to transform 
healthcare for the future”. If you 
believe in inclusive and fairer 
healthcare for all, I urge you to try 
out MEDGIC.

Writer:
Chan Hui Ling

Editor:
Dr. Kihoko Tokue
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Revolutionize 
Personalised 
Healthcare Through 
Advanx Health’s 
Technology
Personalised healthcare is not common for the 
majority of us but has taken its spot to those who would 
like to understand more about their health condition, 
disease risk and even fun things like inner traits. We 
interviewed Mr. Yong Wei Shian, Founder of Advanx Health 
to know more about their efforts in delivering a personalised 
healthcare experiences to their customers once they sent their 
saliva to Advanx Health. 

Mr. Yong Wei Shian
Founder and CEO of

Advanx Health 

The Start Of Home Grown Healthcare 
Startup

Mr. Wei Shian was once a pharmacist working in a 
retail space when he found his reason to start Advanx 
Health. He shared that most of his customers were not 
aware of their health condition or the medication that 
they took when visited pharmacy which could cause 
prescription error, allergy or even an unfortunate event 
as death. This led him to establish Advanx Health to 
help Malaysians to understand more about themselves 
while providing a platform that allows the customers to 
engage with providers of different solutions including 
dieticians, fitness coaches, doctors and even skin 
therapists after receiving their health report. 

Leveraging Advanx Health’s Technology 
For Secure and Personalised Care 
Solutions

This startup utilises general Illumina platform for 
genotyping as other DNA testing companies, but differ 
in terms of bioinformatics where they collaborate with 
local companies and research institutes to develop their 
own algorithm methods. Advanx Health’s uniqueness 
lies within their method that allows genetic data to be 
accurately processed and compared to the database 
of Asian people or specifically Malaysians. They also 
ensure security and confidentiality of their customer’s 

Growing Together With Leave A Nest As 
The First Startup At NEST-Bio Venture Lab

In order to expand their business operation, Advanx 
Health has recently moved their lab to NEST-Bio 
Venture Lab (NBVL), the first lab-startup incubator 
in Malaysia. They further share that the reason for 
them choosing NBVL is due to its perfect location, 
equipment and facilities. In the future, Advanx Health 
foresees specific tests such as response of gene to 
drug or known as pharmacogenomics to be conducted 
in order to deliver more personalised healthcare 
experience especially to Malaysians. We hope more 
people will get interested in personalised healthcare 
and gain the most benefit from the advancement of 
current technology. 

Writer:
Nurul Syazwani Ahmad Sabri, PhD

Editor:
Abdul Hakim Sahidi  

data as they’ve been strictly complying with the Personal 
Data Protection Act in Malaysia. Advanx Health always 
ensures their customers have the right to retrieve their 
original data, as well as their consent for the data to be 
used in research activity anonymously. 
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Cyberjaya : New Home Of 
Biotech And Healthtech 
Startup In Asean

Having a great ecosystem is very important for a startup to 
grow. Especially for Biotech and Healthtech companies, not 

only they need appropriate facilities, but also good policies that 
will enable them to conduct technology development and trials. 

Cyberjaya, a cybercity offers more than a space where innovation 
can take place and grow forward.

Landing Zone to ASEAN

Biotech and HealthTech start-ups 
can enjoy seamless connectivity 
and accessibility to surrounding 
ASEAN markets through world-
class infrastructure and facilities, 
including transportation, power, 
telecommunications, and office 
spaces which can all be found in 
Cyberjaya. Cyberview is actively 
collaborating with key partners 
such as MDEC, Matrade, and MITI 
which will support companies for 
market access in both domestic and 
international. Therefore, with all the 
support and opportunities offered 
in Cyberjaya, Cyberview welcomes 
more startups especially Healthtech 
and Biotech to make Cyberjaya as 
an operation base and eventually 
as a home. 

Writer:
Abdul Hakim Sahidi

Editor:
Dr. Kihoko Tokue

Attracting More Healthcare 
Startups

Innovation is at the heart of 
Cyberjaya which is set to become 
a vibrant Global Technology Hub 
that brings together not only 
established tech giants, but also 
passionate start-ups eager to 
create and innovate in a conducive 
environment. Moving forwards, 
Cyberjaya wants to attract more 
technology companies especially 
in Smart Healthcare, Smart 
Mobility and Digital Creatives. 
Some notable healthtech 
companies that are already based 
in Cyberjaya such as Cryocord Sdn. 
Bhd which  is one of the largest 
and most comprehensive private 
stem cell facilities in Southeast 
Asia. They have been supported 
by Cyberview not only with the 
infrastructure, but also business 
support to grow their business.

A Comprehensive Support 
System Offered

For startups who choose Cyberjaya 
as their home, Cyberview as the 
Tech Hub Developer of Cyberjaya 
offers comprehensive support 
such as Smart City and Cyberview 
Living Lab Initiatives which 
consists of Talent, Accelerator, 
Pilot and Enterprise. These are 
core programs to enhance and 
encourage the growth of local 
talent, local intellectual property, 
and develop start-ups and SMEs. 
For the Healthcare sector, a 
designated area is reserved around 
the new Cyberjaya Hospital to 
support Healthcare startups that 
want to connect with the hospital 
information System platform. 
Recently, Cyberview established an 
Investment & Services (CISC) where 
it will be a one stop center or a 
soft landing zone for investors and 
startups to set up their operations 
in Cyberjaya. Its services include 
facilitation for company registration, 
employment visa, talent acquisition 
and other services to ensure 
companies in Cyberjaya are taken 
care of and able to grow.

Cyberview Headquarters

Cyberjaya Hospital

Cyberjaya University
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‘We fulfill your research and 
business needs’

Nest-Bio Venture Laboratory is a unique lab-incubator that 
gathers biotechnology startups, researchers, educators and future 
scientists in one place. This is the collaboration between Leave a 
Nest Malaysia Sdn. Bhd. and Metabolic Engineering & Molecular 

Biology (MEMO-Bio ikohza) Malaysia-Japan International Institute 
of Technology (MJIIT), Universiti Teknologi Malaysia. We welcome 

Biotech and Healthtech startups to join our community.

Further info: 
W • https://nlab.lne.st/ | E • info-asia@lnest.jp | P • +6018-2233-230

Address
Level 4, Block J, UTM Kuala Lumpur,

Jalan Sultan Yahya Petra, 54100 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Conduct
Lab-Works And 

Research

Get Incubation 
Support

Engage with 
Graduates

Nurture Future 
Generation

ADVANCED
• Equipped with advanced equipment such Next-

generation sequencing machine (Ion Chef, Ion 
S5XL, Ion PGM)

• Technical support from Japanese and local 
academician at MJIIT.

• Recruiting support for potential talents from 
local universities. 

• Business support from Leave a Nest

Feedback From Startup
“We think Nest-Bio Venture Lab is a perfect place for 
us in terms of location, equipment and facilities. We  
believe specific tests such as pharmacogenomics 
can also be conducted here  to deliver personalised 
healthcare to people. “

Advanx Health   
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Job Crafting
During

   Challenging    
      Times
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Passion That Aligns 
With Strength Will 

Give The Real Edge 
Technology is a topic that inspires passion. 
That passionate vibe can be felt throughout 
the interview with Dr. Mazlan Abbas, Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) and Co-Founder of 
Favoriot. This article highlights the hidden 
edge for employees when they’re making a 
career change.

Dr. Mazlan Abbas
Chief Executive Officer and Co-Founder of Favoriot. 

Intuition That Leads To New Opportunity

Dr. Mazlan started his career as an academician. He 
always thought that would be his lifelong career. 
Research at university and the process of discovering 
new knowledge developed his ability to come up with 
new disruptive ideas. However, when the university 
required its staff to move to a new campus in the 
southern region, his mindset started to change. He 
was determined to be on top of the technology update 
and play a part in the exciting development but that 
couldn’t happen if he moved. He decided to stay and 
joined a top telecommunication company in Malaysia.

Discover Real Interest To Unlock True 
Potential

Due to the competitive nature of the telecommunication 
industry, Dr. Mazlan had chances to work at different 
departments. The opportunity surprised him and 
opened his mind to understand where his true interest 
lies. After more than a decade of a fulfilling career, 
he joined a government agency and led its research 
division. While there, he had access to good resources 
and utilized them for the betterment of the nation. He 
realized he didn’t have a strong industry network while 
he was an academic researcher as compared to there. 
Bigger opportunity came where he was appointed 
as CEO of subsidiary of a major telecommunication 
company. “Having to experience different career 
phases within that span of time, I realized that I love to 
work in an area where it is very fast-paced, technology 
type and also doing something new,” said Dr. Mazlan. 
When he decided to leave the position, Dr. Mazlan 
was armed to the teeth and able to combine the 
knowledge and experience to give the best value in his 
new venture, Favoriot.

Make Your Strength Relevant

The vast accumulation of knowledge, understanding of 
the whole industry and ability to give own thoughts give 
the real edge for Dr. Mazlan. Today, the turn of global 
event has made digital transformation an important 
key in staying competitive. Dr. Mazlan gave his advice 
before ending the interview, “This is the best time to 
understand whether your career will be obsolete or 
not. Look at the trends that’s coming in and understand 
how it will impact you in the future.” Therefore, let’s 
take the opportunity during this challenging time to 
upskill and achieve the mission that we have always 
dreamed of.

Writer:
Idarahayu Ayob

Editor:
Dr. Kihoko Tokue
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Mr. Chua Wai Kin
Chief Business Development Officer, 

WaveScan Technologies Pte. Ltd.

Towards Challenge And Growth

Mr. Chua Wai Kin started in a small trading company 
in Malaysia called RF Station (sole distributor of 
Computer Simulation Technology (CST)) as a field 
application engineer, moved on to becoming an 
R&D Engineer at Continental Automotive Pte Ltd in 
Singapore. He then became a Business Development 
Manager (Sales) at Keysight and now at WaveScan 
Technologies Pte Ltd. At the beginning of his career 
in RF Station (CST), he had known that he wanted a 
more people-centric job and had let himself be lucky 
where things happened at the right time and seized 
suitable opportunities. Listening and analysing his 
career history, one common thing he had done in his 
transitions was seeking new challenges for personal 
growth and skills advancement. In order to do so, he 
made a bold decision to move from a multinational 
corporation (MNC) to a technology startup.

Choosing Between Priorities And 
Desires

Life in a startup is starkly different from that in an MNC. 
Oftentimes, we have to roll up our sleeves to do more 
than what we can handle, or take on something that is 
totally unrelated to our job scope. Furthermore, there 

Discovery 
Through Career 
Journey: Minds 
To Take Note
Throughout our professional careers, the 
majority of people will have at least two 
to three careers with varied responsibilities. 
These career decisions made are based 
on individuals’ circumstances which fuel the 
courage to make the jump from one profession 
to another. In this article, we feature Mr. Chua Wai 
Kin, Head of Business Development from WaveScan 
Technologies, on how he has built up his career and 
what we can learn from him. 

could be a constant nagging fear about finances and 
the possibility of living on the streets in sweatpants if 
the company does not work out. After weighing his 
priorities carefully, Mr. Chua Wai Kin took a big risk with 
a considerable pay cut joining WaveScan to experience 
working in a technology startup.

Fearlessness And Humility - Traits 
Essential For The Working World

Mr. Chua Wai Kin’s advice to new graduates entering 
the working world is to be fearless, and humble. 
“Humility will make you teachable. You have to be 
brave to take on whatever that has been thrown to you 
but at the same time don’t be stubborn to think that 
you are always right”. 

Writer:
 Elizabeth Wee

Editor:
Shohei Maekawa
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Shaping Young
Researchers In The 

21st Century
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The Role Of Engineering In Society
Engineering plays a core role in everyday life. When 
we think about technology, we conjure up images 
of advanced robotics, flying drones, AI and the 
exploration into profound scientific experiments. All of 
these are possible because engineering is the means 
for scientific principles to come to life. Going beyond 
the role of developing products, manufacturing 
materials and building construction, engineering also 
plays a key role in the direction of a country’s economic 
development as well. 

ASEAN is one of the strongest emerging regions in the 
world with the average GDP growth of 6.5% for numerous 
members including Vietnam, Cambodia, Philippines 
and Myanmar. With the shifting of manufacturing into 
ASEAN and the regional needs to develop and upgrade 
their infrastructures, engineers are going to be one of 
the key people needed to solve the issues in society. 
However, one of the difficulties that the region is facing 

Reimagineering 
Engineering Education In 

ASEAN

Mr. Abdul Hakim Sahidi
Managing Director,

Leave a Nest Malaysia

Mr. Darween Reza Sabri
Founder and CEO, 

MyCRO

Mr. Zamisyak Oby
Founder, 

CV Indobot 

is the decreasing interest in engineering by students. 
This could have large implications for the region and 
will cause a large demand for engineers in the near 
future. One of the reasons why engineering could be 
of dwindling interest is because the way engineering 
is being pitched and taught isn’t conducive. It does 
not show how imaginative engineering can be and 
how it can bring dreams to life. To tackle this issue, 
we interviewed Abdul Hakim Sahidi from Leave a Nest 
Malaysia, Darween Reza Sabri from My Conceptual 
Robotics Sdn Bhd (MyCRO) and Zamisyak Oby from 
CV Indobot to understand how they are making a 
difference in engineering education in ASEAN. 

People With The Passion To Make A 
Difference
Leave a Nest is a science bridge communicator 
company with the mission to “Advance science and 
technology for global happiness”. One of the key 
activities that Leave a Nest Malaysia does is to promote 
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NEST education where they bring the fun of learning 
Engineering, Science and Technology to the students. 
MyCRO (My Conceptual Robotics Sdn Bhd) is a next-
generation prototyping company. They offer full service 
hardware prototyping based on their customer’s needs 
and requirements. MyCRO’s vision is to be a “Pioneer 
of technology to drive innovation”. CV Indobot is a 
robotics and coding education company with the focus 
on programming electronic devices. They provide 
educational electronics engineering for vocational 
high school and college and use the online platform 
to deliver their education content. CV Indobot’s vision 
is to be “The number one education platform for 
engineering in the world”.

When the partnership was analysing the engineering 
scene in ASEAN, they realised that it is key to begin 
sharing the passion about engineering to the younger 
generation. This will give students enough time to 
develop an appreciation for the engineering field 
and pivot their educational choices towards it. If the 
partnership were to target students just entering 
university, many of the students would have already 
made up their mind to study other specialisation 
and it would be too late. In all of these, Leave a Nest 
Malaysia, MyCRO and CV Indobot each brings a unique 
skill set and expertise to educate secondary school 
students engineering principles and the enjoyable 
prospects of it. After studying different pedagogies 
and methodologies, all three companies had realised 
that the path forward is to develop a 2-day hands-on 
workshop that will immerse students into the fun and 
exciting world of engineering.  

Makerthon - Planting Engineering 
Seeds Into Students
Makerthon is a 2-day experiential workshop with the 
aim to educate participants in different engineering 
disciplines and apply them for a fun internal competition. 
Some of the skills that the participants will learn from 
this workshop includes: Programming, Advanced 
Prototyping with 3D-printing and laser cutting, 
Internet of things and the Operation of a robot. Each 
member of the partnership will play a different role in 
the workshop. Leave a Nest Malaysia will be teaching 
the engineering concepts and its importance, MyCRO 
will teach 3D designing and CV Indobot will teach 
programming. Together, they believe that participants 
will learn to be passionate about engineering, learn 
new skills and meet new friends. 

What makes Makerthon stand out from other similar 
events is it’s desire to nurture participants to be 
passionate about engineering by understanding 
the importance of engineering itself. In Makerthon, 
participants will focus on functional hardware 
prototyping - designing, building and coding their 
robot from scratch. There will also be a pitching session 
at the end of the workshop. 

Join The Platform - Enriching The 
Next Generation
Leave a Nest, MyCRO and CV Indobot aim to bring 
innovation into engineering education in ASEAN and 
share  the real wonders of engineering through their 
programs.  With this collaboration, they hope to make 
a dynamic shift in the engineering trajectory in ASEAN 
and help local ASEAN countries to grow and accelerate 
over the next few decades. To further advance their 
mission, the support of the local government and 
corporations will be of paramount importance for 
them to deliver their initiative  to a wider audience. For 
government officials, corporations and schools who 
are interested to partner up with this platform, kindly 
contact Leave a Nest Malaysia through the e-mail: info-
asia@lnest.jp

Writer:
Jeremy Lim

Editor:
Abdul Hakim Sahidi
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Past Year’s Participants Feedback Featured Activities

Information About The Event

Registration For more information,
please contact

This event helps to open people’s eyes 
especially Malaysians to give their own 
opinion or ideas to create any new 
invention or innovation in Science.

Zarith Eiman, Student (SBPI Gombak)

Date  • 10 & 11 October 2020 (Saturday & Sunday)
City  • Kuala Lumpur
Venue  • To be confirmed

http://global.lne.st/
SCMY2020

I learn about the importance of passion 
so that we can create a new innovation 
that is beneficial to others.

Muhammad Idzhans Khairi, Student
(SM Sains Tengku Abdullah)

Students are interested in learning more 
about robotics through this program and we 
as a teacher need to continue supporting 
our students on what they like to do in their 
project.”

Mrs. Nor Azurah Jalil, Teacher
(SMK Bako, Kuching)

Oral Presentation

Poster Presentation Networking Session

Workshop & Campus Tour by Partner Companies

info-asia@lnest.jp
or email

zaim@lne.st

SCIENCE CASTLE in MALAYSIA 2020
‘Empowering Research And Innovation For Sustainable World’

SCIENCE CASTLE is an international conference for young researchers. It is a platform for secondary school 
students from different backgrounds and nationalities to share their research and innovative projects with a focus 
on Science, Technology and Engineering to solve worldwide social challenges. As a response to the needs for a 
more sustainable world, this year’s SCIENCE CASTLE is intended to identify solutions that can change or improve 
the global  lifestyle while preserving natural resources. The students can be mentoring to think on different 
perspectives and be familiarized with the “New Normal”, the Sustainable World.
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SCIENCE CASTLE in SINGAPORE 2020
‘Taking Action TODAY Towards Creating A Brighter TOMORROW’

Past Year’s Participants FeedbackFeatured Activities

Information About The Event

Registration For more information,
please contact

SCIENCE CASTLE in Singapore, is an annual two-day international science conference that brings together bright 
young minds from diverse backgrounds with the passion to solve real world issues or social challenges. SCIENCE 
CASTLE in Singapore, every year attracts students from Japan, India, the Philippines, Malaysia, Korea, Thailand & 
Vietnam. Through curated oral and poster presentations, students showcased their innovative solutions to tackle 
pain points in their communities.

“This is the first time I went abroad plus 
the fact that I’m joining this competition 
that’s why my journey here is very 
unforgettable.”

Student Year 2019

Date  • 6th & 7th November  2020 (Friday  & Sunday)
City  • Singapore
Venue  • To be confirmed

http://global.lne.st/wi5y

“I learnt that scientific inquiry is more 
than just technical and logistical. It is 
visionary and enhancing. I feel as if we as 
a community should use knowledge for 
the betterment of others.”

Student Year 2019

“ A fruitful and rewarding session. Overall, 
I love the advocacy, mission and vision of 
SCIENCE CASTLE. I hope you would invite 
our school (Elementary School) to join in the 
next event.”

Teacher Year 2019

Oral Presentation Poster Presentation

Networking Session

info-asia@lnest.jp 
or email

ravi@lne.st    
elizabeth@lne.st
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