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Lab to Launch: Researchers’ Window for Societal Breakthrough

RESEARCH
DEVELOPMENT

Academics and researchers have been society’s top primary creators of cutting-edge knowledge that has proved 
potent for progress. However, what stops them from also being the primary technology builders and benefactors 
of the pioneering innovations they create? The Leave a Nest Group champions to equip passionate researchers 
with a mindset to undergo technology transfer and commercialize through cross-border programs & events that 
expose them to the industry and society needs.

Malaysian startup coming from 
University Putra Malaysia, Qarbotech, 

was hailed as TECH PLANTER Asia 
Final 2021 Grand Winner and has 

seen continuous success as a budding 
nanotech and agritech startup 
outside the walls of academia. 

Sprouting from Singapore’s 
research institute of A*STAR, 
WaveScan Technologies is an 

A*START spinoff startup led by 
researchers that has created 

impactful microwave & millimeter-
wave sensors for reduced 

destructive methods for scanning 
and predictive maintenance in 

various machineries & industries.

Anihan Technologies from the 
Philippines was created by group 

of university researchers from 
De La Salle University led by Ms. 

Gillian Santos. They secured 
investment from Leave a Nest 

together with different local and 
international synergy projects 

with LVNS Group.



From Lab to Market: The Hurdles of Academic Commercialization in Malaysian Universities

Lack of Business Acumen

Financial and Capital Access Barriers

Administrative Hurdles and University Policies

by Mahirah Basri, MBA

Venturing from the halls of academia to the bustling marketplace, researchers at Malaysian universities encounter 
a labyrinth of challenges. These hurdles, ranging from limited business acumen to financial constraints and 
bureaucratic red tape, stymie their efforts to transform groundbreaking research into market-ready products. 
While universities strive to support their innovators, significant gaps remain that must be bridged to foster a 
truly thriving ecosystem of innovation.

One of the most pressing issues researchers face is a 
fundamental lack of understanding of the business 
world. Academicians, by nature, operate in an 
environment vastly different from the commercial 
sector. A professor from one university points out that 
researchers are not typically required to commercialise 
their products or research, hence generally lack 
business knowledge. This sentiment is echoed by 
researchers from other universities, who highlight the 
gap in business knowledge among their peers. This 
lack of business acumen becomes a significant barrier 
when researchers attempt to bring their innovations to 
market, as they struggle to navigate the complexities 
of commercialization. Even as some researchers take 
the initiative to look for opportunities beyond the 
university environment, many remain oblivious to the 
potential collaborations and partnerships that could 
help them bridge this knowledge gap. 

Compounding the lack of business knowledge is the 
difficulty in accessing capital. Most grants available to 
researchers are limited to the fundamental research 
and prototype stages, with little to no funding 
available for pre-commercialization phases. A 
professor emphasizes the scarcity of financial support 
for commercialization efforts. Researchers often find 
themselves in a financial limbo, unable to advance 
their projects beyond the prototype stage due to a lack 
of funding. Another researcher highlights this issue, 
where the financial benefits of commercialization are 
minimal after accounting for operational costs and 
the university’s share of the profits. This financial 
gap leaves many promising innovations stalled at the 
prototype stage, unable to reach the market

In addition to financial barriers, administrative processes within universities pose significant challenges. One 
university researcher describes the lengthy approval processes for Memorandums of Understanding (MOUs) 
and Non-disclosure Agreements (NDAs) with external parties, which can take six to eight months. This delay 
often leads to a loss of interest from potential collaborators. Additionally, universities’ equity stakes in spin-
offs vary widely, impacting researchers’ motivation and financial incentives. For instance, one university holds 
a 25% equity stake in spin-offs, while another offers a minimum of 20%-30% equity to inventors. Yet another 
university holds a 10% stake. The distribution of equity and revenue from intellectual property (IP) also varies, 
with some universities taking up to 60% of IP revenue, further discouraging researchers. These administrative 
hurdles add another layer of complexity to the commercialization process, often deterring researchers from 
pursuing their entrepreneurial ambitions.
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Balancing Academic Responsibilities and 
Commercialization

Moving in the Right Direction

Perceptions from Early-Stage Investors

The challenge of balancing academic responsibilities 
with commercialization efforts is another common 
theme. Researchers often struggle to find time for 
commercialization activities while fulfilling their teaching 
and administrative duties. This balancing act between 
academic duties and commercialization efforts adds to the 
stress and workload of researchers, making it challenging 
to dedicate sufficient time to bring their innovations to 
market. The support provided by universities is crucial in 
helping researchers manage these dual roles effectively.

Despite these challenges, universities are making efforts 
to support researchers in their commercialization 
journeys. One university provides flexibility by reducing 

The perspectives of early-stage investors further 
illuminate the challenges faced by university spin-offs. 
Investors often find that researchers struggle to explain 
their business models and tend to focus predominantly 
on their products. This communication gap necessitates 
hiring external experts to evaluate the technology, making 
the investment process more cumbersome. University 
spin-offs are generally seen as very research-oriented, 
with a lack of understanding of market demands and 
business fundamentals. Researchers are often perceived as 
risk-averse and slow to adapt to the fast-paced business 
environment. This misalignment between academic and 
commercial priorities underscores the need for improved 
training and mentorship to help researchers develop 
scalable business models and understand market needs. 
Investors also note that private universities are more 
proactive in seeking collaboration and support for their 
entrepreneurship programs, highlighting a potential area 
for public universities to improve.

the workload for researchers involved in spin-offs and 
does not hold any equity in these ventures to avoid 
liability. Another university supports researchers with free 
business classes, boot camps, and office space, while a third 
university covers travel and exhibition costs and reduces 
teaching loads for researchers. Additionally, some local 
universities have started engaging with local accelerators 
to provide necessary training and other support to spin-
offs. There has also been a positive shift in the government 
and corporates’ preference for local products, indicating 
a growing recognition of the value of local innovations. 
This shift reflects a broader trend of increasing support 
for local innovations, providing a more favourable 
environment for researchers. These efforts by universities 
are crucial in helping researchers overcome the barriers 
to commercialization, though more needs to be done to 
provide comprehensive support.

The journey from research to commercialization is fraught 
with challenges, including a lack of business knowledge, 
financial barriers, administrative hurdles, and the need 
to balance academic responsibilities. While universities 
provide varying degrees of support, significant gaps 
remain. Collaboration with investors and continuous 
training are essential to bridge these gaps, enabling 
researchers to transform their innovations into successful 
commercial ventures. As all parties work together, the 
landscape for academic commercialization in Malaysia 
will undoubtedly evolve, fostering a robust ecosystem for 
innovation and growth. Increased efforts to streamline 
administrative processes, enhance financial support, and 
provide comprehensive business training will be crucial in 
overcoming these challenges and driving progress in the 
commercialization of academic research. This collaborative 
approach will ensure that researchers are well-equipped to 
bring their innovations to market, ultimately benefiting 
the broader economy and society.

*Disclaimer : This article was written based on information received 
from researchers from various local universities and early stage 
investors.
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An Experimental Site for Research to 
Build the Next 100 Years

The New Norm: A City as a Research Hub

Gateway for Overseas Institutions 
into Japan

In this way, The City poses itself as a global knowledge 
hub with a strong emphasis on cross border R&D, 
commercial collaboration, and implementation. Leave 
a Nest supports this project of the century, to invite 
researchers from South East Asia into Japan. While The 
city itself will only open in March 2025, the wet lab 
facilities are accepting tenants.

If you have ever been to Japan before, surely you would have ridden on one of the JR train lines. Little would you 
think that the company that owns these lines, East Japan Railway Company (JRE), is building one of the most vi-
brant research ecosystems in Japan right in the heart of Tokyo. It is JRE’s largest urban development project yet, 
where the whole new city will span an area of 845,000 m2, serving as an “experimental site” for solutions in the 
three themes of environmental protection, mobility and robotics and healthcare services.

For more information, you may scan the QR code below or go to 
this link https://www.takanawagateway-lish.com/. 

For those who are interested in this opportunity, please 
contact Ms. Haruka Sakurai (sakurai@Lne.st) 

(All images are provided by East Japan Railway Company)

Under the mission of “To create enriching lives 
for the next 100 years”, the concept of Takanawa 
Gateway City (or “The City”) is to provide a place for 
implementation of solutions stretching from The City 
into society. For deep tech, the approach to innovation 
is radically different to software-based innovations, as 
deep tech solution building typically needs a physical 
space for research and development (R&D) and Proof 
of Concepts (PoC), along with a robust network of 
ecosystem players to enable that. With that, The City 
aims to bring together both the enablers, such as 
universities, corporate network, and accelerators, as 
well as the physical space, one of which is a BSL2 wet 
lab facility called the Takanawa Gateway Link Scholars 
Hub Lab (LiSH Lab).

With direct access to Haneda International airport, 
researchers in South East Asia can consider opening an 
R&D facility in the labs if they wish to strengthen R&D 
collaboration within Japan. Top research institutions 
from around the world such as the University of Tokyo 
(Japan) and others have already joined as partners. 
For example, the University of Tokyo is set to open its 
new campus in The City to promote their collaborative 
projects with corporations. Any resulting spin offs from 
the research can then be directly incorporated in the 
incubation space and continue to leverage on Japan’s 
R&D capabilities as well as The City’s commercial 
opportunities.

Overview of the Takanawa Gateway City, JRE’s largest 
urban development project in the heart of Tokyo

Layout and facilities of the LiSH Lab

A Global Centre for Research in the 
Heart of Tokyo: Takanawa Gateway City

by Haruka Sakurai, M.Sc
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Bridging Filipino Perspectives: 
HIC PH Goes ‘Beyond Borders’ for a Symbiotic Society

by Alecks Megxel Abordo, B.Sc

In an era marked by rapid technological advancements, environmental challenges, and global interconnectedness, 
the concept of a symbiotic society—where diverse disciplines, cultures, and ideologies harmoniously coexist and 
collaborate—has never been more pertinent. Since 2019, Leave a Nest Philippines, Inc. has worked to bridge the 
gaps between these viewpoints through the Hyper Interdisciplinary Conference in the Philippines (HIC PH). 

The Hyper Interdisciplinary Conference in the 
Philippines (HIC PH) 2024, themed “Beyond Borders: 
Uniting Perspectives for a Symbiotic Society,” strives 
to achieve this ambitious vision by convening Filipino 
thought leaders, innovators, and scholars from 
diverse fields, fostering a national dialogue that 
transcends conventional boundaries, and encouraging 
collaboration across disciplines to tackle the complex 
challenges facing the Philippines. 

HIC PH is essential for promoting collaboration across 
various sectors and regions. Given the country’s 
diverse cultural, social, and economic landscape, 
HIC PH serves as a platform to integrate knowledge 
from different disciplines. The conference inspires 
innovative solutions, promotes inclusive growth, and 
drives national progress.

HIC PH 2024 will have three panel sessions tackling 
issues relevant to the Philippines, specifically 
ecological footprints, food technology, public 
health and biomedical science. The first panel 
session highlights the importance of designing and 
implementing actionable plans to foster ecological 
balance and resilience. The second panel session 
explores the latest advancements in food technology 
and innovation, aiming to enhance efficiency, health, 
and environmental responsibility in the food sector. 
Lastly, the third panel session emphasizes the crucial 
link between advancements in biomedicine and the 
promotion of public health within the framework of 
sustainability.
For more information, kindly visit our website: https://hic.
lne.st/schedule/ph2024/ or you may scan the QR code. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF HIC PH 2024
November 9, 2024 | 9:00AM - 5:30PM

Leong Hall, Ateneo de Manila University, Quezon City, Philippines

Keynote Session: 
Beyond Borders: Uniting Perspectives for a Symbiotic Society

Panel Session 1:
Crafting Solutions for Environmental Resilience 

Panel Session 2:
Cutting-Edge Food Technology and Innovation

Panel Session 3:
Navigating the Intersection of Biomedicine and Public Wellness

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES
9:30 - 10:00 Opening Ceremony
10:00 - 11:00 Keynote Session
11:00 - 11:30 Research Splash 1
11:30 - 12:00 Poster Session 1
12:00 - 13:00 Lunch Break
13:00 - 14:00 Panel Session 1
14:00 - 14:30 Research Splash 2
14:30 - 15:00 Poster Session 2
15:00 - 16:00 Panel Session 2
16:00 - 17:00 Panel Session 3
17:00 - 17:30 Awarding and Closing Ceremony
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Hyper Interdisciplinary Conference 
in Singapore 2024

Date: 16th November 2024
Time: 9:30 am - 5:30 pm

Venue: Create Theatrette 1 CREATE Way, 
Level 2 CREATE Tower,Singapore 138602

TIME CONTENT
9:30- 10:00 Opening Ceremony

10:00 - 11:00 Panel Session 1

11:00 - 12:00 HIC Splash

12:00 - 13:00 Poster Session + Lunch

13:00 - 13:15 Speech by Keynote Speaker

13:15 - 14:00 Keynote Session

14:00 - 15:00 HIC Splash

15:00 - 16:00 Poster Session + Tea Break

16:00 - 17:00 Panel Session 2

17:00 - 17:30 Closing Remarks, Photo taking and 
Networking

Serendipitous or Designed: The Duality of Impactful Innovation

Unlocking Innovation: Designing Smart Cities with 
Empowering Human Life with New Era of Technology

Ground Up Community Building: 
Technology’s Place in Aiding Mental Wellbeing

Academic Partner:

Session Supporter:

Note: Data as on 19th August 2024.  Theme and topics are tentative

by Sivakumar Thamizvanan. M.Sc

This coming November, Hyper Interdisciplinary Conference in Singapore will look at the overall theme “Serendipitous 
or Designed: The Duality of Impactful Innovation”. Through this session, we will explore questions surrounding the 
design of innovation environments by considering the value of innovation spaces that encourage serendipitous 
discoveries versus top-down directives controlling parameters to reach an objective. It is difficult to say which is 
better. Exploring the discussion with the panellists, participants could refine envisioning the best environment for 
innovation.

Given the challenges of an ageing population and a 
persistent labour shortage, integrating AI-powered 
robots is crucial for enhancing operational efficiency and 
addressing workforce gaps. These robots can automate 
routine tasks, manage inventory, and handle risky 
environments, alleviating burdens on human employees. 
By taking on dangerous or repetitive work, robots help 
reduce workplace risks and allow human workers to focus 
on more complex or creative tasks. 

The panel is to discuss mental health technology and 
the value of taking an analytical structured lens to the 
world of social impact. At the moment, Singapore’s 
social impact scene is disunified with many motivated 
small groups of individuals driving their own initiatives. 
Addressing potential problems will be essential given the 
circumstances after Covid pandemic.

Details of the conference panel sessions including the 
panellists, conference partners, and the emerging 
research will be updated as the conference looms closer. 
For updated information, kindly visit our website: https://
hic.lne.st/en/schedule/sg2024/

 Research Splash 
https://global.lne.st/hicsgnov2024rs

Audience
https://global.lne.st/hicsgnov2024aud
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Leveraging Technologies in the Face of Natural Disasters

Innovative Approach to Disaster Resilience

Catalysing Disaster Resilience

by Sharifah Nabihah Syed Othman, Ph.D 

The Hyper Interdisciplinary Conference in Malaysia (HIC MY) November 2024 aims to unite experts, researchers, 
and stakeholders to explore the use of technologies in addressing natural disasters. HIC MY 2024 will kick off 
with a Keynote Session focusing on enhancing resilience in disaster management. The session will highlight the 
necessity of transforming Selangor’s Disaster Management System to ensure sustainability and efficient crisis 
response. Stakeholders engaged in discussions to address current challenges and develop strategies for building 
a more resilient and well-prepared society in anticipation of potential disasters.

The conference will host two forum sessions where 
key stakeholders will participate as panellists and 
delve into specific areas crucial for disaster resilience. 
The first session will emphasise the importance of 
incorporating sustainability into agri-food systems to 
lessen the impact of disasters on agricultural practices. 
Strategies such as sustainable farming techniques and 
the integration of technology and innovation will be 
explored to create stronger food resilience systems. 
The second session will underline the significance 
of monitoring technologies in accurately predicting 
disasters through real-time data collection and 
analysis. By leveraging machine learning and artificial 
intelligence for quick decision-making and resource 
allocation during crises, these discussions aim to save 
lives and reduce socio-economic impacts.

Additionally, the conference features a new and special 
interactive approach called Mindstorms Session, where 
all participants are empowered to contribute their 
insights and define their roles throughout the disaster 
management process. It offers a unique opportunity 
for individuals to actively engage and shape the 
future preparedness and resilience of Malaysia. 
Alongside this session, the HIC Splash Session and 
Poster Session will showcase innovations in disaster 
resilience, emphasising the role of deep technologies 
in improving preparedness. The conference aims to 
foster collaboration among experts, stakeholders, and 
researchers to leverage cutting-edge technologies for 
disaster resilience. Through discussions, innovation 
showcases, and collaboration, dynamic strategies and 
solutions are developed to enhance preparedness, 
response, and resilience to natural disasters. Potential 
participants are encouraged to join this transformative 
experience to drive advancements in disaster planning 
and response strategies.

Hyper Interdisciplinary Conference 
in Malaysia 2024

Date: 23rd November 2024
Time: 9:00 am - 5:30 pm

Venue: Selangor, Malaysia

START CONTENT
9:00 Registration
9:30 Opening Ceremony & Keynote Speech

10:00 Panel Session 1: Sowing Sustainability 
in Agri-Food Systems Amid Disaster

11:00 HIC Splash
11:30 Panel Session 2: From Data to 

Decisions: Monitoring Technologies 
for Predicting Disaster

12:30 Lunch break
13:30 Poster presentation
14:30 Mindstorm Session: Strengthening 

Frameworks in Disaster Planning
16:20 Refreshment Break
16:30 Award & Closing Ceremony
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Keynote Address

Partners Technology 
Showcase

Pocket Talks

Knowledge 
Manufacturing 

Ignition

Forum Session 

Disruptive Technology for 
Aquaculture

Poster Session

 Teams (different stakeholders) to discuss on 
issues in a discussion session, and propose an 

effective solution in a short pitch session

Modernising Traditional Practices in the Aquacul-
ture Industry through Technology Implementation

Sustainable Aquaculture Summit
“Strategizing Collaborative Efforts for a 

Sustainable Aquaculture Industry 
in Malaysia and Beyond”

Aquaculture now supplies over half of the world’s aquatic food, surpassing wild fish catch, with demand 
set to double by 2050. However, its rapid growth brings environmental, social, and economic challenges, 
requiring more sustainable practices and collaboration among stakeholders to ensure responsible and 
climate-friendly development.

The inaugural Sustainable Aquaculture Summit 
(SAS) aims to achieve the following objectives:

•	 Identify challenges and opportunities in the 
aquaculture and marine industry, especially in 
implementing sustainability practices

•	 Develop strategies and synergize efforts to 
overcome challenges

•	 Showcasing innovative research and 
development

•	 Initiate cross-border collaborations and 
networking in the aquaculture research and 
industry in Malaysia and Southeast Asia

Invitation for poster presenters and 
participants to join us at the Sustainable 
Aquaculture Summit 2024, where you 
can showcase your research, innovations, 
and ideas while engaging with leaders and 
experts in the aquaculture and marine 
industries. Don’t miss this opportunity to 
be part of vital discussions on sustainability 
and shape the future of aquaculture!

•	 Share experience in developing and 
implementing new technologies in 
aquaculture; from cultivation, feeding to 
harvesting and sales

•	 Share experience in building a more 
sustainable aquaculture community in 
Malaysia, SEA, and Japan

•	 Connect with potential partners and 
collaborators 

•	 Increase visibility of business and technology 
offered

Why Aquaculture and Sustainability?

Objectives

Key Activities

Calling for Poster Presenter and Participants

How to Utilise SAS 2024 Platform

Tentative Agenda

TIME CONTENT
08:30 -09:00 Registration
09:00 - 09:15 Welcoming Ceremony
09:15 - 09:30 Innoqua - USM MoU Signing 
09:30 - 09:50 Keynote Speech
09:50 - 11:10 Disruptive Technology 

for Aquaculture (Partners 
Showcase)

11:10 - 12:40 Knowledge Manufacturing 
Ignition - Team discussion

12:40 - 14:00 Lunch Break, Booth Exhibition 
14:00 - 15:00 Poster Session, Booth Exhibition
15:00 - 16:00 Forum Session 
16:00 - 16:30 Knowledge Manufacturing 

Ignition - Pitch
16:45 - 17:30 Pocket Talk Session
17:30-18:00 Closing Ceremonyhttps://global.lne.st/sas2024_registration
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Democratizing Deep Tech in Southeast Asia

FRONTIER
DEVELOPMENT

In the next 10 years, the Southeast Asian region is expected to continue to be one of the fastest-growing 
regions of the global economy and an increasingly important growth engine for the Asia-Pacific region as a 
whole (S&P Global, 2024). However, in order to supplement this current growth, which is primarily due to non-
technological sectors such as tourism, deep technologies should also be given priority so that they can solve deep 
issues in the region. As different countries within the region have different levels of technological and economic 
development, a strategy and system that is inclusive for the whole area is needed in order to allow the free flow 
of deep technology and knowledge all throughout Southeast Asia.

Startups and corporations 
discussed partnership with Japan 

given the competitive nature 
and if it is necessary for them 

to work together in order to 
advance respective businesses 
during Tech Venture Meetup in 

Singapore 2023.

Dr. Ayappa V. 
Subramaniam of Leave 
a Nest Malaysia speaks 
as the Project Leader of 

Tech Planter in Malaysia in 
2024, which is in its 10th 
year of implementation.

Dr. Josette Biyo, former Director 
of the Philippine Department 
of Science and Technology - 
Science Education Institute 

(DOST-SEI) welcomes scholar-
participants of the Scholars 

Technopreneurship Training 
Program (STTP) 2024.



Six Victories, One Destination: 
Introducing the Grand Winners of 

TECH PLANTER Asia
by Jondi Doplayna B.Sc, and Jewel Santos, B.A

Started as an acceleration program to nurture deep tech startups in 
Japan, the TECH PLANTER Program has expanded to Southeast Asia 
since 2014, continuously fostering an ecosystem that aims to solve 
deep issues and connect passionate entrepreneurs and academic 
researchers in Asia. In the 11th year of the program’s implementation, 
Leave a Nest Group introduces the six grand winners from the 
Philippines, Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Vietnam, and Indonesia 
who have completed their presentations in year’s TECH PLANTER 
Asia Final.

The AGROTIS Navigation System, developed by Filrobotics Technologies, 
is an ‘Autonomous Agricultural Navigation System’ designed to automate 
agricultural tractors using GPS technology. This system aims to enhance 
the efficiency of hand tractors, which are commonly used but rely heavily 
on manual labor. AGROTIS integrates an RTK GPS unit, compass modules, 
microcontrollers, and actuators and features a unique multiple hand 
tractor mode compatible with various agricultural machinery.

Filrobotics Technologies won the TECH PLANTER in the Philippines 
for its innovative deep-tech approach, presenting a suitable agritech 
solution for an agricultural nation. The AGROTIS Navigation System has 
the potential for long-term, significant impact, aligning with the future 
of autonomous vehicles. The judges recognized the project’s promise of 
transforming agriculture through automation. 

Philippines: FilRobotics Technologies, Inc.

Singapore: Altent Renewables 
Singapore predominantly incinerates its wet waste, which poses a 
significant challenge due to the high costs associated with its treatment. 
Taking the top spot in the TECH PLANTER Singapore 2024, Altent 
Renewables has showcased its hydrothermal process that transforms 
wet waste into sustainable fuels and minerals. They proudly highlight 
their technology’s distinctive approach of bypassing the energy-
intensive drying process, an approach considered superior for extracting 
energy. With their initial proof of concept and the pilot plant scheduled 
on October 2024, the team has consistently demonstrated ambition 
and is recognized for their potential to expand further in the energy and 
sustainability sectors.

Malaysia: RAA Tech
RAA Tech, a spin-off company from Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM), 
stood out at the TECH PLAN Demo Day in Malaysia 2024 by winning 
three awards. Their pioneering self-healing natural rubber technology 
makes motorcycle and car tires puncture-proof, significantly 
enhancing durability and safety. This innovative approach incorporates 
advanced materials science, allowing tires to automatically repair 
small damages, thereby extending their lifespan and reducing 
waste. RAA Tech’s technology earned them the Grand Winner Award, 
the TERAJU Award, and the Mitsui Chemicals Group Award, each 
comprising a RM4,000 cash prize, highlighting their contribution 
to sustainable and practical solutions in the automotive industry. 
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Thailand: Osseolabs
With the high prevalence of osteoporosis and jaw/joint cancer and injury among the 
older population in Thailand, Osseolabs has addressed these problems by leveraging 
advanced technology such as 3D-printing, biomechanics, and Al. As they emerged 
as grand winners in the TECH PLANTER Thailand 2024, they have effectively 
addressed one of their country’s most pressing issues, taking them one step closer 
to revolutionizing surgical outcomes worldwide through cutting-edge technology. 
The company showed promise as they offer complete personalization for patients 
along with assistive software that supports physicians in their operations, 
demonstrating their potential by consistently supporting the healthcare sector.

Vietnam: OpBre-AI

Indonesia: PT. Metafuse Rekacipta Indonesia

Malaysia: RAA TechSingapore: Altent RenewablesPhilippines: FilRobotics

Thailand: OsseolabsVietnam: OpBre-AI Indonesia: Pt. Metafuse Rekacipta Indonesia

PT Metafuse Rekacipta Indonesia, the Tech Planter Indonesia 2024 Grand Winner, 
is pioneering Materium Direct Waste 3D Printing, producing 3D printers and parts 
capable of using plastic waste. With a vision of decentralized manufacturing for 
Indonesia, they aim to revolutionize plastic production, leveraging Indonesia’s 
bustling retail market for plastic goods under IDR200k. The core technology, a 
unique pellet/waste extruder, allows the use of flaked plastic waste instead of just 
industrial pellets. This innovation addresses the critical issue of plastic circulation, 
potentially preventing the 2050 forecast of plastic outweighing fish in the ocean. 
Demonstrating robust local manufacturing, PT Metafuse showcases the nation’s 
potential by developing technologies that utilize recycled plastics and create 
sustainable solutions.

These 6 Grand winners will compete with the 6 Leave a Nest Awardees of each country for the Tech Planter Asia Grand winner, 
another Tech Planter Asia Leave a Nest award, and also individual company awards! Get a glimpse of what deep tech startups 
Asia has to offer at Tech Planter Asia 2024 in Malaysia. 

With the ambition of creating a meaningful impact on women’s health worldwide, OpBre-
Al has emerged as the grand winner in TECH PLANTER in Vietnam 2024 through providing 
early breast cancer screening.
 
They developed a transformative product through integrating polarized imaging and 
advanced AI algorithms to enable precise screening and classification of malignant breast 
cancer, a non-invasive screen solution through a harmless infrared light source with a 
quick response under 10 minutes. Given that this innovation might not be common in the 
current local context, the team proposes a new approach for the Vietnamese market.
 
They have recognized that, like women globally, Vietnamese women face financial 
constraints due to high screening costs, concerns about side effects, and lengthy wait 
times that impede their access to early testing. This deep understanding of their society 
has motivated the team to develop and implement solutions to tackle such obstacles for 
women.
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Celebrating a Decade of Innovation: 
Tech Planter in Malaysia’s 10th Anniversary

TECH PLANTER Malaysia recently marked its 10th anniversary, celebrating a decade of fostering innovation and 
entrepreneurship. The milestone event, held on May 18th, 2024, at RekaScape in Cyberjaya, brought together leading 
minds from the tech startup community, including 65 promising applicants narrowed down to nine exceptional finalists. 
This event was a testament to the remarkable growth and impact of Tech Planter Malaysia since its inception in 2015.

A Journey of Growth and Success 
The first TECH PLANTER event in Malaysia in 2015 was a 
humble beginning, with only 13 applicants participating. 
Over the years, the program has seen exponential growth, 
now boasting 363 teams as alumni. Participants from 
27 universities across Malaysia have showcased their 
groundbreaking ideas, reflecting the nation’s vibrant 
innovation ecosystem.

TECH PLANTER has established numerous support systems 
and collaborations between Malaysian researcher teams 
and startups with partner companies both locally and 
internationally. This network has been instrumental in 
driving the success of Malaysian startups on the global stage.

Notable Achievements and Investments
In the past decade, TECH PLANTER has not only nurtured 
talent but has also made significant financial contributions 
to the Malaysian startup ecosystem. With an investment of 
RM 2.7 million across 12 Malaysian investee companies, the 
program has provided the much-needed financial support 
to bring innovative ideas to life. Additionally, over 40 
partners have supported Tech Planter, playing a crucial role 
in the program’s success and the trust placed by startups and 
researchers in Malaysia.
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The 10th anniversary event highlighted the creativity and ingenuity of the nine finalists of TECH PLANTER in Malaysia 2024, 
each presenting cutting-edge innovations to a distinguished panel of judges. The finalists included Ultimeat, LuFloc, Fav 
Food Industries, Tigasfera, Mizu NanoPaint, RAA Tech, UKMMedikSkru, A2Tech, and SpaceIn. These teams presented their 
core technologies, business models, and solutions to pressing issues, impressing both the judges and the audience.

Grand Winner: RAA Tech
RAA Tech, a spin-off company from Universiti Sains 
Malaysia (USM), emerged as the Grand Winner with 
their groundbreaking self-healing natural rubber 
technology, which makes motorcycle and car tires 
puncture-proof. RAA Tech received a financial reward 
of RM 7,000 and an exclusive invitation to pitch at 
the TECH PLANTER Asia Finals in August 2024. The 
team also received the TERAJU Award and the Mitsui 
Chemicals Group Award, each with an additional cash 
prize of RM 4,000. Esteemed judges from organizations 
such as Cradle Fund Sdn. Bhd., SDEC, pitchIN, TERAJU, 
JRE, Mitsui Chemicals, Real Tech Holdings, and Euglena 
Malaysia played a crucial role in evaluating the finalists 
and providing valuable feedback.

A Decade of Impact
The success of TECH PLANTER Malaysia over the past 
decade is a testament to the unwavering support from 
its partners, the dedication of the startups, and the 
trust placed by researchers. The collaborative efforts 
have paved the way for groundbreaking innovations, 
transforming Malaysia’s tech landscape and setting 
the stage for future advancements.

The TECH PLANTER journey is far from over. With the 
upcoming TECH PLANTER Asia Finals in August 2024, 
the program continues to provide a global platform 
for Malaysian startups to showcase their disruptive 
ideas and connect with industry leaders and potential 
investors. As we celebrate this 10th anniversary, it is 
essential to recognize the contributions of all partners, 
judges, and participants. Their unwavering support 
and collaboration have been the foundation of TECH 
PLANTER’s success, enabling it to nurture and empower 
the next generation of tech innovators in Malaysia.

Other Notable Winners
SpaceIn

Awarded the Leave a Nest Award 
and Real Tech Holdings Award for 
their pico-satellite technology, 
securing RM 4,000 and an 
invitation to the TECH PLANTER 
Asia Finals.

LuFloc

Honored with the pitchIN Award 
and a RM 4,000 prize for their 
sustainable shrimp farming 
system.

Tigasfera

Received the SDEC Award and RM 
4,000 for their waste-to-energy 
technology.

UKMMedikSkru 

Recognized with the CRADLE 
Award for their bioactive medical 
screws.

Ultimeat (M) Sdn. Bhd.

Awarded the East Japan Railway 
Award and RM 4,000 for their 
mycoprotein fermentation 
technology.

Mizu NanoPaint

Secured the Euglena Award and 
business support consultation 
for their innovative heat-
reflective paint.

The 10th TECH PLANTER in Malaysia Highlights
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https://bit.ly/VISAYASTECHPLANTER2025EarlyRegistration

Visayas TECH PLANTER
Nurturing Deep Tech Innovation in the Visayas

Focus on Decentralized Support for 
Deep Tech Ecosystem
The Visayas TECH PLANTER is a strategic move to 
address the digital divide and promote inclusive 
growth. By fostering a vibrant tech community 
outside of Metro Manila, we aim to create more 
opportunities for Filipinos, stimulate regional 
economies, and tap into the unique challenges and 
solutions that arise from diverse geographic contexts.

Last August 10,2024, the Visayas TECH PLANTER has successfully established itself as a cornerstone for deep tech innovation 
in the region. Recognizing the untapped potential of the Visayas, the initiative was launched to decentralize tech support 
and cultivate a thriving ecosystem for startups. Inspired by Japan’s model of regional innovation hubs, the program has 
empowered local entrepreneurs and accelerated the growth of deep tech ventures.

Opportunities and Benefits for Participants
The Visayas TECH PLANTER has yielded impressive 
results, with participating teams achieving 
significant milestones. From potential collaborations 
to expanding market reach and creating new job 
opportunities, the program has demonstrated its 
effectiveness in transforming promising ideas into 
thriving businesses. As the initiative continues to 
evolve, future participants can anticipate even greater 
support, resources, and opportunities to turn their 
visions into reality.

In summary, the Visayas TECH PLANTER is set to be a 
landmark event in the Philippines’ tech ecosystem, 
underscoring the importance of regional innovation 
and deep tech support. By leveraging a decentralized 
approach and fostering connections between local 
talent and industry leaders, this initiative aims to drive 
significant advancements in the region’s technological 
landscape.

The journey of innovation 
continues! We are thrilled 
to announce the second 
Visayas TECH PLANTER, 
set to take place in Cebu on 
August 9, 2025. Aspiring 
entrepreneurs and tech 
innovators are encouraged 
to register their interest 
through a Google Form 
link and QR Code:

“Together, let’s build and strengthen 
our community to support regional 
startups to solve more local issues.”“

by Joanna Marie Cua, B.A
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Singapore has long been known as a strategic maritime hub 
for trade in Southeast Asia. However, in recent decades, the 
country has successfully shifted its role to become a leading 
knowledge hub in the region. This transformation has been 
driven by Singapore’s strong academic and research sectors, 
which have attracted top talent and investment from around 
the world.

One of Singapore’s key strengths as a knowledge hub is its 
world-class universities. The National University of Singapore 
(NUS) and Nanyang Technological University (NTU) are con-
sistently ranked among the best in the world, particularly 
for their postgraduate and research programs. Leave a Nest 
Singapore has leveraged this to work with higher institutions 
to nurture young researchers through research grants and 
providing opportunities through the TECH PLANTER platform 
to accelerate deep technology startups from universities.

In addition to its universities, Singapore is home to numer-
ous research centres and institutes. Leave a Nest Singapore 
supports Japanese corporations in setting up R&D facilities in 
Singapore. Many large corporations, such as Procter & Gamble, 
Rolls-Royce, and HP, have established research facilities 
within NUS and NTU to take advantage of the high-quality 
researchers and resources available. The country also hosts 
independent research organisations such as the Agency 

for Science, Technology and Research (A*STAR), creating a 
thriving ecosystem for innovation and collaboration.
One notable example of successful collaboration is the SMART 
Centre, a research enterprise established by the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT) in partnership with the National 
Research Foundation of Singapore. SMART has produced 
groundbreaking innovations, demonstrating the potential 
for Singapore to serve as a hub for cutting-edge research and 
development.

Singapore’s favourable business policies and ease of incor-
poration have attracted companies seeking to commercialise 
their research and development. Many multinational corpo-
rations have established regional headquarters in Singapore, 
further cementing the country’s status as a knowledge and 
innovation centre. Singapore’s maritime and air logistics 
hub ensures researchers have easy access to equipment and 
resources from around the globe.

Singapore’s transformation into a knowledge hub has made 
it an attractive gateway for companies looking to expand 
internationally. Leave a Nest Singapore aims to utilise the 
geographical and environmental conditions to connect 
Singapore to Japan, the UK, and Australia, creating a new 
exchange of knowledge across these countries to solve deep 
issues collectively.

by Ambrose Chia, M.Sc

Singapore’s Transformation into a 
Leading Knowledge Hub in Southeast Asia
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Malaysia: 
A Strategic Manufacturing Hub in the Heart of Southeast Asia

by Hadi Akbar Dahlan, Ph.D

Malaysia, strategically located in Southeast Asia between the burgeoning economies of China and India, has 
long been recognized as a pivotal player in the global manufacturing landscape.The country’s well-developed 
infrastructure, including extensive port facilities, efficient logistics networks, and modern industrial parks, 
enhances its appeal as a manufacturing destination. Both government agencies and the private sector contribute 
to Malaysia’s role as a manufacturing hub. 

The private sector in Malaysia has been a key driver of the country’s manufacturing success, with significant 
contributions from various industries:

1. Electronics and Electrical (E&E) Industry: Malaysia is renowned for its E&E industry, which accounts for a 
substantial portion of the country’s manufacturing exports. Global giants such as Intel, Sony, and Panasonic 
have established manufacturing plants in Malaysia, benefiting from the skilled workforce and robust supply 
chain networks. The Penang Free Trade Zone, often dubbed the “Silicon Valley of the East,” is a testament to 
Malaysia’s prowess in this sector.

2. Automotive Industry: The automotive sector is another area where Malaysia excels. Proton and Perodua, the 
country’s national car manufacturers, have made significant strides in both domestic and international markets. 
Additionally, global automotive companies like Toyota and Honda have established manufacturing bases in 
Malaysia, attracted by the country’s competitive production costs and strategic location.

3. Palm Oil and Agro-based Industries: Malaysia is one of the world’s largest producers and exporters of palm 
oil, a critical ingredient in various consumer goods. The palm oil industry has spurred the growth of downstream 
manufacturing activities, including oleochemicals, biodiesel, and food processing. Government agencies 
such as the Malaysian Palm Oil Board (MPOB) play a crucial role in supporting this industry through research, 
development, and regulatory oversight.

Fig.1 
Government agencies contribution to 
Malaysia’s role as a manufacturing hub

Malaysia’s role as a manufacturing hub is a testament to its strategic location, robust infrastructure, and 
supportive government policies - and Leave a Nest Malaysia positions itself within the Leave a Nest Group as 
such. The concerted efforts of government agencies along with the dynamic contributions of the private sector, 
have established Malaysia as a key player in the global manufacturing landscape. By addressing challenges and 
embracing future opportunities, Malaysia can continue to thrive as a manufacturing powerhouse in the years to 
come.
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The Philippines as a Test Bed of Technologies:
“We Can All Start Here”

Project SET: Scholars Entrepreneurship Training is a 10-month program, developed in collaboration between the DOST-SEI and the Leave a Nest Group. It aims 
to equip DOST-SEI scholars with a researcher-entrepreneur mindset, ensuring their solutions to Philippine issues become clearer as the program progresses.

by Edilyn Grace Odero, B.Sc

The Philippines, recognized as an emerging market in Southeast Asia and the Pacific, is becoming an 
increasingly attractive economy. Asian Development Bank Philippine Country Director Kelly Bird said the 
Philippine economy demonstrated a solid growth momentum and resilience in 2022, which is anticipated to 
continue in 2023, with GDP growth heading towards its longer-term growth rate of 6%. However, even with this 
level of economic growth, the Philippines is still lagging behind in terms of science and technology, which 
includes its support for startups, ranking 59 out of 100 countries in 2023 based on the Global Startup Ecosystem Index. 

Even with this, the startup ecosystem in the Philippines is 
actively shaping its identity and building a strong foundation. 
Improvement was seen in recent years following the Startup 
Innovation Act in 2019, which provided incentives and a 
streamlined process for starting a business. Both private 
and government institutions are providing substantial 
support, including initiatives from University Technology 
Business Incubators (TBIs), the Department of Trade and 
Industry (DTI), and the Department of Information and 
Communications Technology (DICT). This confluence of 
support and resources makes it a fertile ground for new 
discoveries and opportunities.

However, due to the relatively young status of the startup 
and deep technology ecosystem of the country, as well as 
the diverse range of issues that have yet to be solved, the 
Leave a Nest Group positions the Philippines as a place to 
test new technologies, both locally and globally. In the first 
place, researchers and deep technology startups in the 
country are also trying to see if their technology works, 
and are also in the mindset of “trying out new things” and 
“making mistakes” - and this kind of stage and mindset 
would be also ideal for innovators from other more 
technologically developed countries to try and also bring 
their technologies to the country in the form of Proof-of 
Concept (POC) projects through collaboration with local 
startups or academic and research institutions. Looking 
at the whole picture, the Philippines, compared to other 
countries where Leave a Nest has offices in, is the most nascent 
and most flexible when it comes to creating technologies and 
deep tech businesses, and would be strategically the best 
place for everyone to start in, no matter where they are from.

Tech Planter in the Philippines has shown the diverse level of startups in the whole country.

The first regional Tech Planter outside Japan, VISAYAS Tech Planter has further shown the 
nascent nature of the deep tech and startup ecosystem in other parts of the country.

SCENT (Science Entrepreneurship Training) Program reveals the great energy that young 
innovators can showcase to be able to create solutions for issues in the Philippines.
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Recently, while the major countries of Southeast Asia have achieved sustained growth, various social issues have started 
to emerge due to the rapid social changes accompanying economic growth. In order to support Japanese start-ups with 
solutions to these social issues to solve them and develop their businesses in collaboration with local organizations, last 
June to July 2024 applications from companies willing to solve social issues and create local businesses in the region were 
recruited. The number of entries received was 51, and among this 24 companies were interviewed after screening by the 
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, AMEICC, AOTS and Leave a Nest Co., Ltd., and external screening and evaluation by 
Mizuho Bank Ltd, HIROGIN GLOBAL CONSULTING PTE. LTD., and the Japan Finance Corporation. Finally, 17 companies were 
selected for support.

*This programme is being implemented following the adoption of an open call for proposals for a project to promote overseas 
development by Japanese start-ups through collaboration with Southeast Asian companies, which is being implemented by 
the ASEAN-Japan Economic and Industrial Cooperation Committee (AMEICC).

Coral reefs, widely distributed in South-East Asia, are 
biodiversity hotspots where 25% of marine species 
live, but more than 70% of corals are predicted to 
die by 2040 Aim to balance reef conservation and 
economy through R&D and education in collaboration 
with the ASEAN region.

In recent years, Japanese hobby content has become 
increasingly popular in Thailand and the motorbike 
market is large. Our company is developing a well-
designed EV motorbike with a hobby-like spread, 
created by toy designer Ikoma. We are currently in 
talks with an electric motorbike factory in Thailand 
and would like to accelerate local production, sales and 
global export business.

Aiming to expand the anti-ageing market by blending 
the world’s first and hen egg-derived cell culture 
supernatant liquid cosmetic ingredient ‘CeraMent’, 
derived from cell culture research, in skincare products

Aiming for animal welfare and environmental burden 
reduction effects in cosmetics, which are subject 
to economic stimulation and increased individual 
consumption due to the maturity of the population 
age, and encouraging companies in ASEAN countries 
to achieve their SDGs targets

It is an underground water pipeline leakage risk 
assessment work system that uses multimodal AI 
to analyse datasets combining earth observation 
satellite data, water pipeline data, leakage history 
data, etc. to assess the risk of leakage for each area 
within the target broad area.

In the housing industry, which is accelerating towards 
stockholding, the ‘owner relationship management’ 
concept connects housing providers and residents, 
providing an ‘operating system’ and ‘home services’ to 
manage data, and through this we aim to create high-
quality housing and living infrastructure.

Texture engineering technology based on traditional 
Japanese technology to control dietary fibre 
derived from konnyaku potato and substitute 
sugar, fat, gluten, etc. to achieve low-sugar 
and low-fat confectionery and cultured meat 

Building a sustainable supply chain with Halal 
compliance for global expansion.

Aims to break away from the gentrification of 
educational leaders and inefficient learning situations 
through advanced learning support functions are 
provided by AI, including the provision of Japanese 
knowledge, digitalisation of on-the-job training, 
automatic creation of educational courses and 
programmes, automatic translation and bot support 
for usage.

With the world’s largest cities, Japan’s urban 
engineering is used to solve the world’s megacity 
problems, and we use digital technology to support 
city planning through the use of smart cities.

https://corp.innoqua.jp/

https://www.icoma.co.jp/

https://integriculture.com/

https://tenchijin.co.jp/

https://www.colife.co.jp/

https://ninjafoods.jp/

https://manebi.co.jp/

https://www.schemeverge.com/

Innoqua Inc.

ICOMA Inc.

IntegriCulture Inc.

Tenchijin Inc.

CoLife Co., Ltd.

Sydecas Inc.

manebi inc.

scheme verge, Inc.

Innoqua Coral Project

Mass production in Thailand of the 
“Tatamel Bike”, a folding electric bike 
from Japan

World’s first egg yolk placenta-derived 
cell culture cosmetics

KnoWaterleak

OS in the home and provision of quality 
home services

Building a sustainable next-generation 
food supply chain

AI and human accompaniment support 
for the DX of employee training in the 
manufacturing industry

Reinventing cities

Seventeen companies, selected from 51, have been selected for adoption! 
Acceleration of business development in Southeast Asia

Startups accepted 
into the program

THEME

THEME

THEME

THEME

THEME

THEME

THEME

THEME
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The aim is to innovate collaborative robotics with 
a ‘thinking robot hand at your fingertips’ that 
compensates for the last one inch to the workpiece by 
using a proximity sensor that can grasp the position 
and shape of the object non-contact and at high 
speed, rather than relying solely on a camera.

The business DX robot ‘ugo’ is a hybrid control robot 
with autonomous driving functions and remote 
control. It automatically patrols office building 
security and data centre meter inspections, enabling 
essential services to be DXed and productivity to be 
improved.

LIMEX, a new environmentally friendly material 
based on calcium carbonate (limestone), 
can be used to replace plastic and paper. 
Replacing plastic and paper with LIMEX can help 
conserve depleting resources such as oil, water and 
wood, and contribute to the reduction of greenhouse 
gas emissions

Aims to achieve supply chain risk hedging and 
transport cost reductions through decentralised 
ammonia production, utilising a unique catalyst 
capable of producing ammonia at low temperature 
and low pressure, and reduce the cost of large-scale 
ammonia production, both of which contribute to 
decarbonisation.

Aims to introduce online teaching materials (Life’s 
Tech Lessons) for local governments and schools, 
which have the No.1 market share in Japan, to public 
and private (inter and bilingual) secondary schools 
and high schools in Malaysia.

Tensor Cloud, a cloud solution for renewable energy 
generators, providing an operating system in the 
cloud, optimised for individual power plants and 
storage batteries, enabling the orchestration of 
countless power plants and storage batteries, and 
the people and companies that shape the power 
generation business. By centralising, optimising 
and automating the operations of renewable energy 
projects, it aims to support explosive growth and 
create a world where sustainable power is delivered 
when and where it is needed.

Replacing analogue light sources, which are essential 
for inspection, heating and exposure of semiconductor 
processes, with energy-efficient digital light sources 
will reduce power consumption, greenhouse gas 
emissions and waste, and make more effective use 
of resources, contributing to the realisation of a 
sustainable society.

Aims to expand the research empowerment platform 
LabBase, which has approximately 50% of science 
graduate students registered in Japan, to other Asian 
countries and provide value to top researchers, as 
well as strengthen connections in the Asian research 
region, where research talent is increasing, and 
contribute to improving the research capabilities of 
Japan and other countries.

In Thailand, which has the highest traffic accident 
fatality rate in Asia, the driving habits of car and 
motorbike drivers are analysed and scored using 
only a smartphone application, and incentives are 
given according to the ratings or appropriate driving 
education content is provided to drivers to improve 
their driving.

https://www.thinker-robotics.co.jp/

https://ugo.plus/

https://tb-m.com/

https://tsubame-bhb.co.jp

https://life-is-tech.com/

https://www.tensorenergy.jp/

https://www.revox.jp/

https://labbase.co.jp/

https://corp.flare.run/ja/

Thinker Inc.

ugo, Inc.

TBM Co., Ltd.

Tsubame BHB Co., Ltd.

Life is Tech, Inc.

Tensor Energy Inc.

REVOX, Inc.

LabBase, Inc.

Flare Inc.

Development and sale of proximity 
sensing sensors and robot hands

Business DX robot ‘ugo’

Sustainability revolution with LIMEX, a 
new environmentally friendly material

Unique ammonia synthesis technology 
to contribute to decarbonisation 
and food

Expansion of online programming 
materials for secondary schools to 
Malaysia

‘Tensor Cloud’ to support renewable 
energy projects.

Contribute to the realisation of a 
sustainable society by expanding the 
use of digital light sources worldwide, 
which can be used for a variety of 
applications

Asia expansion of the research 
empowerment platform LabBase

Driving dynamics analysis of cars and 
motorbikes on smartphones

•	 Support by local company representatives and those in charge 
of negotiations with foreign companies, governments, etc.

•	 Regular individual mentoring to clarify issues, organize prob-
lem-solving processes, overseas expansion strategies, alliance 
strategies with major local companies, government agencies, 
etc., and research on various laws and regulations when consid-
ering collaboration with local institutions.

In order to gain a concrete understanding of social issues and 
business models in Singapore, Thailand, and Malaysia with a view 
to developing specific local businesses, and to provide hints for 
collaboration and partnerships - with the information provided 
below, we hope that local stakeholders like you would be able to 
share local issues and needs to them as well.

Leave a Nest coordinates meetings with local organizations to 
search for local partners in Singapore, Thailand, and Malaysia in the 
countries which the Japanese ventures wish to establish a presence. 
We also attend and support the meetings as necessary, and provide 
support in improving the content of the discussions - so if you are 
interested in partnering with the companies below please contact us.

•	 Local conglomerates and other major companies
•	 Local start-ups
•	 Government officials
•	 Local incubators/accelerators
•	 Local university researchers
•	 Other necessary partners

Mentoring by Communicators

Provision of Information on Local Issues and Needs

Coordination of Individual Interviews with Southeast Asian 
Companies and Institutions
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History and Purpose

Success Stories of TVMU

Tech Venture Meet Up. Does it Work?
The Tech Venture Meetup (TVMU) organized by Leave a Nest is an initiative aimed at fostering collaboration and growth within 
the deep-tech startup ecosystem in Southeast Asia. This program builds upon the foundations laid by the TECH PLANTER 
program, which has been running since 2014 and now includes over 1370 teams.

The TVMU serves as a platform where startups, venture capitalists, angel investors, corporate partners, and government agencies can come 
together to explore funding opportunities, potential collaborations, and support mechanisms for deep-tech ventures. It is particularly focused 
on facilitating the scale-up of startups that have demonstrated potential and are ready to move to the next phase of growth. Here are some 
success stories of TVMU: 

Malaysia Startups: Qarbotech and Ajinomoto
At the Tech Venture Meetup (TVMU) 2024, Malaysian agritech startup Qarbotech met with Ajinomoto 
Japan, leading to potential collaboration. Ajinomoto showed interest in Qarbotech’s QarboGrow, a 
nanotech solution to enhance crop yields by optimizing light absorption. This meeting, facilitated by 
Qarbotech’s participation in Leave a Nest’s Tech Planter program, highlights their growing influence and 
alignment with Ajinomoto’s sustainability goals. Qarbotech has raised $700K from investors like 500 
Global and Temasek Foundation.

Singapore Startups: UntroD and Dr. Wei Jiang
Leave a Nest met CEO Dr. Wei Jiang during a National Additive Manufacturing Innovation Cluster (NAMIC) 
event. The company debuted at TVMU 2023, joined Leave a Nest’s ecosystem, and pitched at the event. 
After networking with various stakeholders, they joined TECH PLANTER Singapore 2024, becoming 
one of the 9 finalists and winning the UntroD Capital Asia Award. They are now discussing prototype 
improvements with Leave a Nest’s super factories in Japan

Philippine Startups: SolX Technologies and TrackerHero
At TVMU 2024 in Malaysia, Mr. Sergius Angelo Santos met with TrackerHero and SolX Technologies, which 
won Deep Tech Venture of the Year 2024. Recognizing their similar market focus, they explored collaboration 
opportunities to leverage their strengths, expand market reach, and exchange technological expertise. This 
partnership aims to support each other’s market expansion and potentially develop new products or services 
together. 

Contact the 
Project Lead for More 

Information!

Contact: 
mahirah@lne.st

Startups journeys do not end with Tech Planter. As the deep tech startup grows, their challenges and opportunities change 
and that is what TVMU is here for. If you are interested in being part of the event please register or contact the email of the 
Project Lead of the corresponding countries TVMU! See you there and we look forward to Meeting Up!
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